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We’re
moving!

Boston in
St Pete

ST. PETERSBURG –
Gone are the days where
there is an office for everything. In today’s electronically driven age online is
more accessible than a
storefront. Businesses all
over the country are trading in their front door locales for websites and
Facebook pages. And The
Weekly Challenger is no
exception.
For the past 45 years,
The Weekly Challenger has
been the voice of the black
community in Pinellas
County, and we will continue to do just that but
without a physical address.
Don’t worry; the Challenger will still carry the
same great local stories.
Keeping you in touch and
up-to-date on community
news that will continue to
focus on local heroes who
inspire and improve our
neighborhoods.
And, of course, the
newspaper that has come
to be known as a staple
throughout the Tampa Bay
area will continue to be
available everywhere you
pick it up now, delivered to
your front doorstep or via
mail.

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

See MOVE, page 10
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BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Slavery. Oppression. Ignorance. African Americans have lived through it
all. The Civil War marked
the beginning of the end
of slavery, but equality

has been a long and
deadly
sometimes
process.
A crowd gathered at
Faith Memorial Baptist
Church, located at 1800
18th Ave. S., to hear stories and recollections of
events and experiences
members of our small

community endured during American apartheid
and the fight for equality.
“We’re here tonight to
honor our own,” remarked Betty Johnson,
narrator of the aptly
named “Faith and Civil
Rights Movement” gathering. “We will hear first-

hand accounts of what
they did, what they saw
and the lasting effect it
had on them.”
After the Civil War
ended in 1865, and the
government imposed Reconstruction Era in 1877,

ST. PETERSBURG –
Artist Archie Boston, one
of the nation’s leading design instructors and a
highly respected graphic
designer, stopped by Eckerd College to give a lecture last Wed., Feb. 21 for
The Academy of Senior
Professionals’ (ASPEC)
black history events.
The Florida native and
retired professor of design
at Cal State University,
Boston lived through St.
Petersburg’s segregation
period emerging victorious.
“I’m kind of nervous,”
he confided to the crowd.
“I’m used to doing this, but
I’ve been retired so being
in front of an audience is
kind of strange, but I enjoy
it.”
Boston has made a career out of speaking up and
pushing the limits. As a
young boy growing up on
the south side during the
time of segregation, Boston

See RIGHTS, page 7
See BOSTON, page 5

The Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

GULFPORT – Black
History Month was celebrated throughout the
Tampa Bay area with cultural and educational offerings that stretch the
imagination and nurture
the
African-American
spirit and proud heritage.
One such event occurred last Fri., Feb. 22 at

Stetson University College of Law in Gulfport,
where
the
Pinellas
County Chapter of Jack &
Jill of America, Inc. presented, “Soles for Freedom: The Legacy of the
Civil Rights Movement.”
Jack & Jill of America,
Inc., an African-American
organization dedicated to
empowering
youth
See LEGACY, page 7

L-R, David Myers, Winonah Myers and
Rip Patton.

Archie Boston




Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
The black conquistadors

BY DERICK A. BERNARD

When I came to the
United States in the mid1990s, I lived and worked in
Decatur, Ga. My first job
was as a sales associate at a
large furniture and appliance chain. To say that I
neither knew the retail
trade nor anything about
furniture and appliances is
a gross understatement. To
survive I had to depend on
the goodwill and kindness
of my fellow employees.
One such person was
Angela, a tall, dark, elegant
woman who was always impeccably dressed and professional in her demeanor.
She exuded confidence as
she strode across the floor,
literally owning it with each
long stride as she greeted
each and every customer
she was up for, with a warm
well placed smile. She was
a quintessential salesperson, her customers bought
whatever she sold them and
they were happy doing so.

She was my mentor and
under her tutelage I not
only survived but thrived.
During our down times,
Angela and I had many conversations about the tidbits
of life as we experienced it.
During one of those interludes she revealed that she
was not an American but an
African. I was surprised and
a bit taken aback since her
brother who also worked at
the store told me that they
were from a small town in
southern Georgia.
“Where in Africa” I
asked, “are you from Nigeria or Ghana like John”,
who came here, studied actuarial science and now
worked at the store as a
salesperson. “No” she said,
“my family have been here
for many generations, we
were brought in chains
from Africa, enslaved on
their plantations and even
today we are discriminated
against and prevented from
full participation in the
economy.”
That was an earful, a lot
for me to digest and not the
picture of America the
beautiful I had in my mind.
For the first time, Angela,
this powerful, confident
woman, looked a bit sad
and vulnerable. I was
stumped, I did not know
what to say and the seconds
of silence seemed like
hours.
I eventually murmured,

“Angela do you know that
not all Africans came here
as slaves.” “Yes,” she said,
“the few who came to Virginia as indentured servants.”
“No, I am not speaking
specifically of those, I am
referring to those who
came as conquerors or conquistadors during the early
days of Spanish exploration
of the Americas. “Tell me
more” she said.
I proceeded to tell her of
Juan Garrido who was born
in 1487 and died in 1547. It
is possible that he was the
child of a Moor who remained in Spain and converted to Christianity after
the liberation of Andalusia
from Islamic rule in 1492.
However some historians
speculate that he was born
in West Africa and may
have been sent to Portugal
for a Christian and Portuguese education, by his
father who was a king.
In Portugal he adopted
a Christian name most
likely that of his guardian.
However his life began, the
fact is that he became a conquistador in the service of
the Crown of Spain. He
joined Ponce De Leon on
his exploits in Florida and
other places and after
Ponce’s death he joined
Cortez’s expeditions. In fact
Garrido fought for Spain in
Hispaniola, Puerto Rico,
Cuba, Guadeloupe, Do-

minica, Florida and Mexico.
Garrido was in Cortez’s
expedition which captured
Mexico City from the
Aztecs. There were many
casualties on both sides but
the Spaniards were victorious. Cortez took over the
fortress and he gave Garrido land near the city gate.
Garrido built a chapel,
buried some of his fallen
comrade in arms and later
called it “The Martyrs.”
Garrido established a
plantation there, using Indian and African slaves for
labor. He planted wheat and
within two years was selling
flour in commercial quantities to the Spanish colonies.
In fact, he is the first person
to grow wheat in the Americas. Garrido got married at
his plantation and had children. He also held many
paid positions including,
doorkeeper, town crier,
guardian of the Chapultepec aqueduct and city manager.
Like all conquistadors,
Garrido was an explorer
and as such he had some
misadventures which cost a
fortune. One such misadventure was to an island
filled with beautiful black
women and gold, which he
and Cortez undertook, in
reality they ended up on the
barren desolate Baja peninsula of California. Garrido
successfully
petitioned
Charles V of Spain for a

pension in 1538.
Angela looked at me,
smiled and thanked me for
lifting her spirits. Today as
I looked at a powerful PBS
film called “Slavery by Another Name” a documentary of the enslavement of
African Americans from the
Civil War to WWII, my
mind lingered on that moment that we shared. I wondered about Angela and her
family’s history and experience in this beautiful country. What prompted her to
want to drop the American
that morning. I also remembered a man I met in about
2002 while waiting for a
Greyhound Bus in S.C. He
told me, that when he was a
young man working on the
tobacco or cotton plantations, he was afraid of “the
white man”, to the extent
that if he was thirsty and
asked for water, and “the
white man” told him that he
was not thirsty, his thirst
left him. He said now that
he was in his sixties and
well off, having acquired
land and other properties,
“white man could go to
hell.”
I thought of a scene I
witnessed in Alabama one
night at a Greyhound Bus
station. A boisterous Caucasian man walked in with a
very dark subservient
African American man in
tow, carrying heavy bags.
The white man addressed

the black man as boy and
the black man addressed
the white man as father. On
another occasion I heard a
black American woman in
her fifties or so addressing
a younger white couple as
daddy and mother and almost bowing when she approached them. They were
nicely dressed in their own
way but she was shabbily
attired.
I viewed those two black
people with great disdain
and now I am wondering if
they were in great difficulty
and whether or not I could
have helped. This film
made me think of these
people and wonder if their
world and world view has
changed, as this country
elected an African American President for two consecutive terms. I wonder if
they now realize that America has changed, that they
have a stake in this great
country and that they can
influence and change it by
their own collective power.
I wonder if they realize that
black people have paid their
dues and its now time to
reap the benefits of this
great land. I wonder if black
people are ready for the
next economic and social
evolution of this society? I
wonder if they know that
having conquered great difficulties, that they are now
all conquistadors.

his fascist Nationalist
rebels to overthrow the Republican Spanish government. The war had gone on
for a little more than a year
when he arrived.
Hughes sent articles to
The Baltimore Afro-American and the Associated
Negro Press (the forerunner of today’s NNPA News
Service and Trice Edney
News Wire). The Black
press was happy to have
such a famous name do
such great international reporting, and Hughes was
happy to fight against the
fascist cause and receive
checks doing so.
The following is the
continuation of the excerpt
of the first Hughes Spanish
Civil War article the The
Afro printed: “Hughes
Bombed in Spain: Tells of
Terror of Fascist Raid,” October 23, 1937:
Being very tired, I slept
soundly without dreaming.
The next thing I knew, the
telephone was ringing vio-

lently in the dark, the siren
screaming its long blood-curdling cry again, and the
walls of the building shaking.
BOOM! Then the dull
roar of a dying vibration.
And
another
BOOM!
Through my window I saw a
flash of light. I didn’t stay to
look again. Down the hall I
went, clothes in my arms,
sensing my way toward the
staircases in the dark.
This time the air-raid
was on for sure. When I got
to the lobby, the same people
as before were gathered there
in various stages of dress
and undress. Children crying, women talking hysterically, men very quiet.
Nobody went out on the balcony now.
In the street an ambulance passed, its bell ringing
into the distance. The antiaircraft guns kept up their
rapid fire. The last BOOM
of the enemy bombs was a
long way off. The planes,
with their cargo of death
partially emptied, were

driven away. But for a long
time nobody left the lobby.
When I went back to bed,
dawn was coming in at my
open window. Below, in the
cool light, the rooftops of
Barcelona were grey and
lonely. Soon a little breeze
blew in from the sea and the
red of the rising sun stained
the sky. I covered up my head
to keep out the light, but I
couldn’t go to sleep for a long
time.
Todd Steven Burroughs,
Ph.D., a student of Black
media history, is a Lecturer
in the Communication Studies Department at Morgan
State University, a historically Black university in
Baltimore. He is co-editor,
along with Jared Ball, of the
new book “A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning
Marable’s Malcolm X” and
co-author, with Herb Boyd,
of the book “Civil Rights: Yesterday and Today.” He is
working on a biography of
imprisoned
journalist
Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Langston Hughes, war correspondent

BY TODD STEVEN
BURROUGHS

I’m ashamed to say that
for the first 42 years of my
life, I only knew of
Langston Hughes as a poet
who occasionally did a column for The Chicago Defender.
Some folks who have
heard of Hughes probably
don’t know the second part,
but they might know the
fictional character he created for/from the column—Jesse B. Semple,
known to all as “Simple.”
Hughes used the humorous, frank character to discuss the problems Black
people faced during World
War II and after, with

Hughes himself playing the
straight man to Simple in
those columns.
Hughes is known as the
first Black writer to make a
living off of writing. If you
read his autobiographies,
“The Big Sea” and its sequel, “I Wonder as I Wander,” you might think he
did a fantastic job at it,
spanning the world for
decades like a Black Indiana Jones, writing plays, essays and poetry.
However, when you
read the wonderful two-volume biography of Hughes,
written by the great Black
historian Arnold Rampersad, the truth is much more
sobering. There’s a big asterisk next to his accomplishment.
The great writer was
what today we’d call a
perennially broke freelancer. He had a white patron—one who broke off
ties with him, according to
Rampersad, partly because
Hughes’ Harlem Renais-

sance contemporaries, Zora
Neale Hurston and Alain
Locke, both wanting to
keep Ms. Mason’s favor
(and money!), plotted
against him! Hughes “borrowed” cash many times
over the years to survive,
particularly from his rich
white friends. He stayed
with them when he could,
and often had to move back
in with his mother.
What is not in dispute is
that he wrote great Black
journalism during his life.
Both autobiographies
are really mostly travelogues, long-form narrative
journalism of his many adventures—the second and
final drafts of events he observed, participated in and,
subsequently, wrote about
initially in magazines. Personal details were painted
in vividly to justify both
books as autobiography.
In 1937, Hughes went
off to cover the Spanish
Civil War. General Francisco Franco had formed
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By Dr. Basha Jordan

www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

The silent killer in the church
Henry had come to
the United Methodist
church while I was pastoring after his wife,
Georgia, who was my
cousin.
They
both
seemed happy now that
he had come through
New Members Class
and joined the Usher
Board. I knew that he
had a drinking problem,
but we got him help and
things seemed to be
going fine.
The church was
blessed to get a 15 passenger van to transport
the members and to take
trips. We needed a
driver and Henry volunteered. After a few
months, Georgia called
me and said she believed Henry was drinking again. Before I could
catch up with him, the
van and Henry came up
missing. After some
time, we found the van
parked in a rough part of
Baltimore and found out
that Henry was not only
drinking again but he
was also using heroin.
His wife found some evidence among his belongings which was left
in the house.
My cousin became ill
and went to the hospital
to find out what was
wrong. She had contracted AIDS from her
husband who unknowingly transmitted it to
her sexually. The family
was devastated and so

was I, but I was not at liberty to share this with
the church . The family
wanted this to be kept
silent. Georgia began to
search all over town to
find her missing husband herself. There
were members of her
immediate family who
wanted to bring harm to
him, but I encouraged
them to leave it in God’s
hands.
Georgia finally found
out where Henry was
renting a room. When
the police broke into the
room, Henry had been
dead three days from an
overdose. There was no
funeral or service because of the anger of the
family. Georgia condition worsened and she
died within 30 days of
the death of her husband.
A woman called me
recently because she
couldn’t stop smoking
that terrible drug, synthetic marijuana. She
loves the Lord, is a member of a local congregation and drives the
church van. Our ministry, Hope Alive Outreach is giving her some
help and hope because
she dare not tell the pastor or members of her
church.
I was in the food market the other day and
was approached by a
pastor’s wife who is
struggling to get help

for a family member
who is using an illegal
drug which caused a
mental disorder. She is
going through “double
hell” because she cannot
talk about it at church or
to just anybody.
For these reasons,
God has anointed me to
give hope to those suffering from the disease
of addiction, especially
those suffering silently
in the church. Many people among the redeemed
of the Lord are literally
dying from the disease of
addiction because they
are afraid to talk about it
or ask for help.
Some do not know
what to do or where to
go for help and hope.
After you pray, get in
touch with me and I
promise to let the Lord
lead me in helping you,
in confidence.
Look us up on the web
at
www.HopeAliveMinistry.org or call us in
Baltimore at 410-3838055, or in St. Pete at
443-250-9635. Write to
me or send a donation for
Hope Alive Outreach to:
P.O. Box 16622, St. Petersburg, Fl. 33733 or
email Dr. Jordan, The Expert
at
ProphetBasha@aol.com.
Listen to us Sat. 8:30 a.m.
on WRXB AM Radio.
Remember, no matter
what’s going on with you
today, there is Hope for
you.

“REAL Men” correction
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND

My profound apologies
for a portion of the article
published in last week’s
edition called “Real Men
invade Sanderlin Center.”
In my zeal to carry the
message, some of its
meaning was lost.
Some in the community felt that the message I

conveyed was that the
REAL Men’s program was
a program meant to help
juvenile
delinquents.
Nothing could be further
from the truth. The REAL
Men program is meant to
foster social responsibility,
and children with behavioral issues are referred
elsewhere.
It should be noted that

the goal of most afterschool programs is to prevent juvenile delinquency
and that the Sanderlin
Center does an excellent
job of doing just that.
Additionally,
two
names were misspelled –
the correct spellings are;
Genard Jackson and Alian
Walton – again, my heartfelt apologies.

PINELLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1963

50TH CLASS REUNION

Come and celebrate with your classmates!
Members of the Class of 1963 who attended Pinellas High School in Clearwater will
celebrate its 50th year reunion. Events are scheduled for Fri.-Sun., June 7-9. Some classmates
could not be reached, so if you have not been contacted, please call Annie Elliott Gardner
727-581-6361 or Janie Perkins Williams 727-623-8646. We look forward to hearing from you.





 












  
  




By Pastor Martin Rainey

Can’t read? Let’s build you a
prison cell
In a blog posted May
22, 2012, by Gary Romano, I read with interest
how the justice system
projects the number of
prison beds that will be
needed by the number of
third graders who can not
read at level upon entering the fourth grade.
The blogger indicated
that he was surprised to
learn it was actually true!
The blogger went to
say that he has personally heard that California
and New York are among
the states that are alleged
to callously write off
struggling third grade
readers as future residents of the state prison
system; Florida, Indiana,
Oregon, Virginia, and
others have also been implicated.
The fact that in
Florida, it is true, for example, if 100 children
leaving grade three are
unable to read at level,
the prison projects 100
beds will be prepared for
these children.
The question to parents and the village community is: What are we

going to do about it?
A few weeks ago I
was sharing this information with the person who
services my car and he
was surprised and dismayed. The discussion
continued and the service person said, “We have
got to do something
about it.”
I shared with him that
FAST, a faith-based organization, will hold a
meeting at Tropicana
Field in mid-March to the
address the reading situation in 21 elementary
schools (many are located in St. Petersburg).
Parents and village
community, we all need
to be in attendance at this
meeting. We can no
longer sit and talk, action
must be taken now
What parents and village need to know and
do!
• Contact the school
when your child is not in
trouble.
• Prepare a study
area in your home with
adequate lighting.
• Set a daily quiet
study time at home for all

to read and study, including you.
• Call the PSFEC, for
assistance in locating additional services (tutoring, scholarships, anger
management and conflict
resolution, utilities and
rent assistance, etc.)
Let’s stop building
prison cells, instead let’s
provide resources to improve our school.
Your input and critique is appreciated.
Pastor Rainey is the
President of the Parent
Support For Education
Council, inc., Chairman
JWB South County Community Council and also
serves as Outreach Pastor
for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L.
Turner, Senior Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may
be
contacted
at
mrainey390@verizon.net
or (727) 420-1326
PSFEC meets every
third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the
Hospitality House located
at 3647 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, adjacent to
South Side Tabernacle
Baptist Church.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring the past and embracing
the future




BY JEANIE BLUE

Brooke Taylor-Ward

Staff Writer

LARGO – Members of
the community joined with
staff members of Automated Community Connection to Economic
Self-Sufficiency (ACCESS)
from the North Pinellas
Service Center and the
Federal Department of
Veterans Affairs (FDVA)
in a celebration of black
history on Fri., Feb 15.
Held at 11351 Ulmerton Road in Largo, this
informative and uplifting
program came complete
with a soul food lunch of
greens, fried chicken,
turkey and dressing, not
to mention deserts such
as sweet potato pie and
red velvet cupcakes.
The ACCESS program assists The Department of Children and
Families with providing
help for people who need
public assistance services
such as Medicaid and
food stamps. They are
conveniently located all
over the county so that
you do not have to travel
far for help.
The theme for this
year’s program was “At
the Crossroads of Freedom and Equality,” and
two important anniversaries in the history of
America were recognized: the Emancipation
Proclamation and the
March on Washington.
Al Carter, Deputy Executive Director of FDVA
reminded the crowd that
the signing of the Emancipation of Proclamation
on Jan. 1, 1863, freed relatively few slaves, but fueled the fire for the
enslaved to fight for freedom.
Carter also explained
that 100 years later on
Aug. 28, 1963, thousands
of Americans marched to
the Abraham Lincoln Memorial in pursuit of self-determination.
“This year we celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation
Proclamation and the 50th
anniversary of the March
on Washington. We should
look within ourselves to be
the change for which we
seek. Moving toward a
better society and a better
world,” he said.
Keynote speaker and
president and CEO of
Crossroads Care, Dr.
Sharon
Richie-Melvan,
shared some of her
thoughts and suggested

ACCESS Community Partner Liaison, Phoebe
Quarterman, presided over the festivities.

Keynote speaker and president and CEO of
Crossroads Care, Dr. Sharon Richie-Melvan.

using this opportunity to
redefine Black History
Month.
“I want to add ‘empowerment for all Americans,”
to today’s theme, she said,
“I never want to forget the
price our ancestors paid to
bring America where it is,
a slow move to equality.”
As a child, Richie-Melvan remembers seeing
“whites only” signs when
she visited her grandmother in the south, and
being threatened with abduction for leaning on a
“white-man’s wall.” When
she joined the Navy, she
wrote on the preference
sheet that she didn’t want
to be stationed south of
the Mason Dixon line.
The 26 year military
veteran went on to explain
how the military mirrored
society at that time. Even
though African Americans
were defending the country they lived in, they were
still treated as second

class citizens.
In the beginning of
World War II, there were
very little black nurses in
the armed forces; however, by the end of the war
the number had grown because so many white
nurses had fallen ill.
“As America changed
so did the military and
now no legal segregation
exists because of race,
creed or color nor gender,” Richie-Melvan said.
She urged the audience not to think of America as having two separate
histories, for the very notion of black history creates separateness. The
history of black and white
America is intertwined, so
instead of setting one
month out of the year to
recognize the contributions of black people to
American society, American history should be all
inclusive and recognized
as one.

Have you met Brooke Taylor-Ward?
She’s the teacher with the bubbly personality, quick wit, and innovative ideas
to get her students working hard to
complete their assigned tasks. They
know that if they do whatever work she
has assigned in the time provided, there
will eventually be something fun and interesting to follow.
Taylor-Ward is a true champion for
learning, a fact that was seen the first
day she walked into a classroom as a
teacher. Reading was the subject, but
her teaching methods have been and
continue to be a tool to promote participation and growth in her students that
spills over into other disciplines as well.
According to Taylor-Ward, “Reading
is fundamental,” is more than a slogan.
She believes that reading is one of the
most important skills in education. It is
the skill that is used in all disciplines
and it helps all students to learn, anything and everything. If you can read
and understand what you are reading,
you can succeed in almost anything.
“Whether in college, high school, or
elementary school, all students need
that skill. Whenever there is an opportunity to convince the students that they
are having fun, the greater their level of
enthusiasm. It helps them to get assignments done. I really love to read, and
teaching reading skills helps me to
transfer that love to children,” she said.
Taylor-Ward graduated from St. Petersburg High School. Everyone knew
her because of her involvement in extracurricular activities and her reputation
as a student.
She was a member and state officer
in the Civitan/Civinettes Club, a member of the French Club, and performed
with the marching band on the Devilette dance team and the color guard.
Academically, she was an honor student
who was dually enrolled at SPC to earn
extra credits in preparation for college.
Shortly after high school graduation, Taylor-Ward was off to Florida
State University. She was excited to be
in college, but Tallahassee was too far
from her parents and her six siblings.
After the first year, she transferred to
the University of South Florida in
Tampa, where she received a bachelor’s
of arts degree in 1995.
She received a master’s degree from
Argosy University in 1998, a specialist
degree in 2005, and is currently completing work on a doctorate degree.
Upon graduation from USF, TaylorWard was back in St. Petersburg, teaching and advocating for her students. In
addition, she was involved with the community activities of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, her church, and Jack and Jill.
The after-school tutoring program that
she ran at her church was eventually developed into a creditable elementary

and middle school, Mt. Moriah Christian Academy.
Her most recent venture has been
an advocacy program to get students
prepared to complete all paperwork
they need, find funds, take tests, and
whatever else they need to enter and remain in college.
Taylor-Ward’s energy level rivals
that of the Energizer Bunny. She keeps
going and going and going at school, at
church, in the community and at home
long after everyone else has run out of
steam and is preparing to go to bed.
There is never a moment that she is
not planning some new activity to present for implementation. Within Pinellas
County Schools, she has served in numerous capacities. From elementary
school through the high school grades,
Taylor-Ward has worked as a reading
teacher, a reading coach, an achievement specialist, a behavior specialist, response to intervention specialist, and
Teacher Retention Specialist.
Her work at St. Petersburg College
has included the College Reach Out
Program and an adjunct position in
reading. She has also worked as an adjunct at Manatee Community College,
and St. Leo College.
Once, she had the opportunity to
teach three generations at the same
time. The mother was attending St. Petersburg College; the grandmother was
in a GED program at Lakewood Community School and the child was in elementary school.
“I have always liked helping people,”
said Taylor-Ward. “As a child, I knew
that I wanted to help others,” she explained.
Family activities and traveling are
also important to this energetic young
wife and mother of two. Although she
has traveled to 13 other countries and
various places across the United States,
her most heart-felt memories are of a
family trip to North Carolina for snow
skiing and zip-lining. Locally, they especially enjoy roller-skating with friends
and extended family.
Taylor-Ward’s family shares her enthusiasm for reading, traveling, family
activities, and helping others. Together
they often volunteer to gather and distribute clothing, food, and books for
needy families. She, alone, struggles
through the “addiction” to shopping for
shoes every week, however.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Growing up roguish and mischievous in the colored section of St. Pete
From BOSTON, page 1

has a lot of stories. Stories
of “Growing up Roguish
and Mischievous in the Colored Section of St. Petersburg in the 1950’s,” which
incidentally was the title of
his talk.
“People want me to say
African American, but
when I went from African
American, to black, to colored,” Boston explained, “I
finally decided to go with
what we were called during
that period of time — colored.”
With a housing project
as the residency of his
youth, Boston didn’t dwell
on the muddy dirt roads, or
the lack of interesting
things to do, nor the limited
areas of town he was allowed to frequent. Instead
he relayed his adventures
to the crowd discussing the
close bonds he created
with other members of
Robinson Court.
“In ‘the Neck’ everybody had a nickname,” recalled Boston who was
called Flea Parrot because
he used to get fleas and
ticks on him when he
played in the sand and his
inability to keep from teasing others.
It was the summer of
1951 and Flea Parrot’s
world “was the colored section on the south side.” At
his age, he rarely ventured
outside of his community
unless accompanied by his
brother David and his
friends.
“That was a different
time,” he said.
Determined and with a
mind of his own from the
start, he was often pushing
the limits, only realizing his
boundaries when he got
caught and earned a
whooping.
At the age of seven an
older friend dared him to
shoplift from a local store.
“I did it. I got caught,” he
admitted. “And I also got
two spankings.” He never
did it again.
At nine, he was warned
by his oldest brother Brad
not to swim in Booker
Creek.
“We knew a place where
the creek was camouflaged,” he added speaking
of the very dense brush
that used to grow along the
Roser Park community. “It
reminded us of the Tarzan
movie, so we called it the
jungle.”
They would swim in the
afternoon heat, often nude,
swinging from the vines
and dropping into the
murky water below using
their underwear to dry off.
“We did it several times
and of course we got

caught,”
remembered
Boston whose brother
Brad was responsible for informing his parents. “We
got another spanking and I
didn’t do that again.”
Boston’s mischievous
deeds didn’t end there however. Known to quickly
come to his brother’s aid,
Archie got in more than a
few fights in his day. He recalled how his other
brother David would start
the fights and when Archie
would jump in to assist, “he
would run home and leave
me fighting all alone.”
Boston finally retired his
fists after getting punched
in the mouth, a moment he
never wants to relive.
But his youthful recklessness
didn’t
deter
Boston from making a
name for himself in the
field of advertising. Following in brother Brad’s footsteps, Boston headed out to
California after graduating
from Gibbs High.
“I learned a lot from
him,” Boston reminisced
getting choked up from the
memory. “He was my mentor.”
A student and designer
himself, Brad saw to it that
Boston succeeded in his
endeavors at college often
ensuring Boston redo his
assignments before heading to class. “I owe him a
lot. He didn’t get the opportunities that I had.”
Boston attributes his
success and longevity in
the field of design to the life
lessons drilled into him at
an early age from his parents, but especially his idol.
His brother Brad. “He’s the
one that taught me excellence and hard work and I
will never forget it.”
Boston’s book, “Lil’ Colored Rascals in the Sunshine City” details more of
Boston’s roguish and mischievous deeds while he
lived in St. Petersburg. In
2001, he also wrote his
memoir, “Fly in the Buttermilk.” A depiction of his
life and the racism and obstacles he faced in his career as a graphic designer.
Boston hopes his struggles can be an inspiration to
the black youth of today
and inspire them to take advantage of the opportunities and see the importance
of education in their futures.
“We had more obstacles
in front of us,” Boston said.
“What we grew up in and
went through is more traumatic than anything I know
and we survived.”
Boston is a nationally
renowned designer and retired professor and director

       




      


      
     
   


Boston’s paintings of a
bygone era in St. Pete.

 
     
      
     
        

“Lil’ Colored Rascals” and “Fly in the
Buttermilk” are available on amazon.com
from California State University. He has an advertising and design firm that he
started with his brother before branching out on his
own. He partnered with
various other design companies and advertising
agencies throughout his
long and illustrious career.

And above all, he survived
and prospered even though
he was a “mischievous, fatmouthed kid.”
Check out amazon.com
for more information on
Archie Boston and how you
can get your hands on
some of his work.
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Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.
Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Cleveland Johnson’s legacy
remembered for Black History Month
BY JON WILSON
Staff Writer

Cleveland Johnson Jr., a
man of strong opinion and
unafraid to express it, held
views on integration that
startled many people, both
black and white. His perspective is notable and particularly appropriate for
today’s Weekly Challenger
Black History Edition.
For example, here is
what the longtime Challenger editor and publisher
had to say during a 1982 St.
Petersburg speech to Religions United in Action for
Community:
“Integration is a joke,”
Johnson said. “The greatest
mistake, all due respect to
Dr. Martin Luther King,
was when we integrated.
We lost pride – lost pride in
our teachers. No more
community schools.”
A product of the old
Davis School and of Gibbs
High School, Johnson
spoke 11 years after courtordered busing formally
desegregated
Pinellas
County schools. Even
though more than a decade
had passed since the court
order, school integration
remained a sensitive subject.
Busing, Johnson suggested, was harmful. “I
drove by Jordan Elementary,” he said in the speech.
“It was just sitting there,
wasted. You change teachers, you don’t change the
community. Why don’t you
bus the teachers, not a 6
year old.”
A journalist who made
the Challenger a St. Petersburg institution and whose
success won national note,
Johnson didn’t start out intending to be a newspaperman. He was more
interested in music, studying at both the Juilliard
School and the Boston Conservatory. Then a venture
into retail interests led to
run a jewelry and dress
store in Miami.
In the mid-1960s, Johnson returned to St. Petersburg and found the calling
he would pursue for the
rest of his life – that of a
community journalist who
focused on the positive aspects of the African-American community and who
printed column after column of good news.
“You’ll never see anything bad about the black
community in our newspaper,’’ Johnson told a re-

porter in 1992.
His professional retail
experience served him well
when he took over the
Weekly Challenge in 1967
after its original publisher,
M.C. Fountain, died. Johnson added an “r” to the
paper’s masthead, and it became the Challenger. He
soon found he was very
adept at selling advertising
for his new paper.
With other publishers
of black-oriented newspapers, Johnson formed the
Southeast Black Publishers
Association to pursue bigname advertisers in a collective effort. The strategy
worked, and papers began
winning ads from chain
grocery, drug and home repair stores.
Johnson remained a
staunch
advocate
of
African-American individual and community economic development as well,
insisting that black people
spend their money in blackowned businesses.
“I’m not saying spend it
with me. Just put some of it
back,” he said.
Economic power went
hand in hand with integration and civil freedoms,
Johnson believed.
Once challenged by a
white religious leader who
argued that blacks and
whites should cooperate,
Johnson retorted: “How
can we cooperate with you
when you have all the
money? How can we talk as
partners?”
A sharp businessman,
Johnson also had his charitable side, giving thousands
of dollars to organizations
dedicated to helping his
community. He gave scholarship money to student
motivational organizations,
made sure single mothers
and their children had
clothes and even offered
youngsters paper delivery
routes as a way to earn
money.
Meanwhile, in the Challenger’s editorial columns,
Johnson spoke out against
the toll drugs took on the
community. He wrote stories about citizens’ groups
convened to hear allegations of police brutality,
about black debutantes,
sororities and fraternities,
about black executive promotions and about black investment groups – mostly
stories that the Tampa Bay
area’s bigger newspapers
did not run.
When Johnson died of

lung cancer in 2001 at age
73, the Challenger had
earned the reputation of
being the area’s premier
medium for publishing
black news. Johnson’s obituary was picked up by the
Associated Press and run
nationwide.
Some information that
originally appeared in The
Weekly Challenger, the
Evening Independent and
the St. Petersburg Times
was used in this article.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Faith and the Civil Rights Movement

Freedom Riders

From RIGHTS , page 1

From LEGACY, page 1

a new set of laws known as
Jim Crow took effect.
These laws granted the socalled “separate, but equal”
status of black people.
Racism ran rampant, especially in the south.
Blacks were segregated in
the military, their schools,
their neighborhoods, public places and transportation, and even drinking
fountains.
Long time St. Petersburg
resident,
Mary
Franklin, knows all too well
the hardships and struggles of that time. Franklin
walked and marched,
protesting unfair treatment
that happened right here in
St. Petersburg at the time.
Stores and restaurants
banned blacks from their
establishments, not allowing them to sit at their
counters. If they did sit,
they were ignored and not
waited on.
“Even McDonalds you
had to go to the back door
if you wanted to be served,”
she informed the youth in
attendance. “You young
kids don’t know what it’s
like to have been here during that era. You all are
reaping the benefits of what
we went through.”
Isaac Hines, Jr. followed, telling how it all
began for him as a student
at 16th Street Junior High.
“They came out recruiting
students to be in the
marches,” Hines divulged.
“At first I didn’t want to do
it.”
But Hines did go to listen and watch. He remembered all the times he and
his mother would visit
downtown. He remembered having to eat outside
on the benches and he especially remembered having to stand elsewhere if a
white person came up and
wanted to sit.
“Green benches, that’s
what they were called at
that time. All downtown
had green benches,” Hines
stated to a room full of murmurs and acknowledgements of a foreign time not
known to the youth of the
city.
Although an anxious
mom fret at home, Hines
could not ignore his duty to
take a stand and pass the
baton on to future generations of black Americans in
their quest for equality.
“The people before me
did it for me. I took the
baton and I did it for you,”
Hines explained. “Now you
take [it].”
Dorothy Milton was
next up to share her story.
Instead she spoke of her
husband Morris, who
passed away in 1986, but
not before earning a reputation as one of the most
dedicated and courageous
attorneys in St. Petersburg.
Upon settling down
here, Milton wasted no
time getting involved in the
community. He served as
president of the St. Petersburg branch of the NAACP
for over a decade and
helped African Americans
obtain the opportunity to
become deputized. Morris
also fought the legislature
for single member districts
and won.
“He never gave up on
anyone or any project,” his
wife said, “He dedicated his
life to all mankind.”
Mary Franklin remembers when she went away
to college in Tallahassee.
The life of Florida A&M
University students mirrored that of St. Petersburg
residents.
Sit-ins
and
marches were organized
and hundreds showed up to

David Myers

Winonah Myers

Rip Patton

through leadership development, arranged for
Freedom Riders and Civil
Rights Movement veterans Rip Patton, David
Myers and Winonah
Myers to place that period
of history into perspective.
Introducing the program, Stetson Professor of
Law Cynthia DeBose said,
“It is crucial that the
younger generation understands the trials and tribulations suffered by their
ancestors as well as those
of their parents’ and
grandparents’ generation
so that they do not become complacent with the
gains in civil rights enjoyed today.”
In an effort to engage
the youth, children from
the Pinellas Chapter read
questions from index
cards posed to the distinguished panel.
One youngster asked if
they were afraid on the
Freedom Rides, to which
Patton
replied,
“We
learned a lot of songs; one
song was worth two
prayers. We sang, ‘We
Shall Over Come.’ We
were afraid we would die,
but we went anyway.”
Patton was a 21-yearold drum major in the Tennessee State marching
band when, in 1961, he became involved in the
Nashville movement. He
then took part in the May
24, 1961, Freedom Ride to
Jackson, Miss., where he
was arrested and later
transferred to Mississippi’s notorious Parchman State Prison.
David Meyers, who
spent time in jail for taking
part of the Freedom Rides,
told the children, “They
were burning busses and

there were many beatings
on Mother’s Day. It was
the scariest feeling of my
life to be in jail, by myself,
locked up for the first time
in my life.”
We were terrified, but
what the Freedom Riders
knew was that we would
win – we saw the response
of the southern community to this provocation
and it was horrible and it
was bloody and it was televised,” said Winonah
Myers who refused bail
and served the most jail
time of any of the Freedom Riders.
Another question was
about motivation.
“I grew up in Nashville,
said Patton. “In the third
and fourth grade I had a
white playmate and I got
excited because I was invited to go to the movies
with his family. When we
got to the movies, his
mother took my hand and
said that we would have to
go in through a different
door.
Winonah Myers responded, “[We] were a
mixed coalition of old,
young, black, white – truly
representative of America.
It was only 400 or so peo-

ple that changed our government’s response to this
[injustice].”
David Myers said, “We
knew we would be beaten
and jailed and possibly
killed. We were about half
and half, black and white,
and slightly more men
than women.”
The experiences these
three Freedom Riders
gave opened a window
into the Civil Rights Movement and allowed the
youth in attendance the
chance to identify more
closely with the sacrifice
and courage that was
needed to secure civil
rights for all Americans.

Mary Franklin and Pastor John Walker.

Hands of Praise

Dorothy Milton accepts
award for late
husband, Morris Milton
protest the capital for the
right to shop and eat where
they wanted. But according
to Franklin, the police were
ready for them.
“They yelled with their
bullhorns, ‘Stop, stop!’ We
continued to go on,”
Franklin recounted. “They
started shooting in the air.
We decided we were going
to walk a little faster.”
Eventually Franklin and
the other protestors were
taken in where they were
fingerprinted and cramped
into one cell with existing
prisoners. After three days
of toughing out the cold
food and unhygienic living
conditions to prove her
point, Franklin succumbed
to her parent’s wishes and
went home.
Fred Redix had a similar story. Redix traveled to
Birmingham, Ala. to meet
Dr. King and take part in
demonstrations. He recalled the student council
at his school and then Governor George Wallace as
racists all too willing to
cross the line.
“Segregation forever
was his slogan,” Redix said.
“They sicked their dogs on
us and their fire hoses. I
didn’t get bit, but I got soaking wet.”
Cora Redix told of life
growing up in segregated
Alabama from her parents
sharecropping and being
forced to live in substandard housing to being
bussed hours away to attend black schools.
Redix recalled when organizers with Dr. King
came to interview students
to participate in a sit-in.
When word got out, certain
members of the community
told her father if his children were to participate in
“any of this foolishness”
that he would have to
move. Her father chose to
leave.
In Chattanooga, Tenn.,

Cynthia Walker rallied in
protest as well, but without
a black college in the area,
the burden to protest fell on
the junior high and high
school students. Instead of
dogs and hoses though,
people doused them with
peanuts and popcorn to
show their disgust.
Walker and her classmates would keep the resistance alive by standing
in line to buy tickets at
white movie theaters. “We
would walk up to the ticket
booth and ask if we could
buy a ticket,” explained
Walker who said they were
always told no but, “You
would keep doing it.”
Pastor John Walker
started in the movement
when he was only 15. He
remembers sitting in Dr.
King’s talks and wanting to
change things. Drafted in
the military out of high
school, he saw a lot of injustices and experienced firsthand the differences of
treatment between the
races.
“I got into a lot of fights
with white boys,” he said,
but “I resisted and rebelled.”
Walker witnessed black
men with college degrees,
some teachers, working at
the same level in the military as those with none.
“We had a riot about that.”
When Walker joined the
VA, again he noticed black
veterans weren’t being
treated the same as white
veterans, so he advocated
hiring more blacks in leadership positions. Walker
ended his career as the first
black regional manager of
the Southeastern United
States with over 200 on his
staff.
Walker made a point to
speak to the youth in attendance, encouraging them
to believe in themselves
and to not take the struggles of all who spoke on the
panel lightly.
“For me my whole life
has been integrating, resisting, making change for
black people,” Walker told
the crowd. “Were not talking about something that’s
history. We’re talking about
our own lives. We lived
that.”
Faye Hines is the coordinator of the Black History Ministry Honorary
Program which put on the
event. All speakers were
presented with plaques for
their acts of standing tall
against injustice in the civil
rights era.

30 Years of
Friendship
Other than
Jesus,
a good friend
is hard to
find.
Gail Oliver

Wendy Martin

God Bless
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Castor bestows high honors

Parent of the Week Award

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Kathy Castor, U.S. Representative for the 14th District, Florida took time out
of her busy congressional
schedule last Friday to
host the annual WISE
luncheon, in honor of
Black History Month, at
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church,
and to confer Congressional Record presentations to the late Vyrle
Davis and to Dr. Yvonne
Scruggs-Leftwich.
In her opening remarks, Rep. Castor told
the gathered crowd, “I applaud you, you should be
proud of everything you
are doing to lift our neighbors up.”
Before the presentations got underway, Castor
had
a
few
housekeeping matters to
attend to. She congratulated State Representative
Darryl Rouson on the success of the MLK Day of
Service initiative, and
vowed to bring a new
shopping center back to
the Midtownn area.
“We are not going to
slip backwards, SweetBay
can go ahead and go – we
will find a better retailer,”
she exclaimed.
Castor also reported
that more than 1,000 people participated in the job
fair she hosted the previous day and was pleased
to announce a manager
from the local Hilton said
he hired five people that
day.
After a brief question
and answer session, she
turned to the reason for
the occasion – Congressional Record Presentations to two of St.
Petersburg’s most distinguished citizens.
The “Congressional
Record” is the official
record of the proceedings
and debates of the United
States Congress. The Extensions of Remarks Section of the Record contains
tributes, statements, and
other information that are
made by members on the
floor of the House or Senate.
She read the tribute
statement regarding Vryle
Davis on the floor of the
U.S. House of Representatives, into the Extensions
of Remarks Section of the
Congressional Record on
Thurs., Feb. 14. The following is excerpted from
the official record:
Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and
accomplishments of Mr.
Vyrle Davis. His contributions to education and social reform in the Tampa
Bay community and
throughout the state of
Florida are worthy of
recognition by all.
Mr. Davis, a native of
the Tampa Bay community, attended Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
University, before beginning his teaching career at
16th Street Elementary
and Junior High School in
1960. Inspired by both his
grandfather, a teacher who
established the first school
for African-American children in Jackson County,
and his mother, who
taught African-American
students in a one-room
schoolhouse within the
Citrus Park community,
Mr. Davis broke both
racial and social barriers
within his profession.
Mr. Davis was also an
advocate for social reform.
In 1984, he established the

Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of their
children’s lives.

Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich, left, with
Representative Kathy Castor.
Ebony Scholars program,
providing institutional and
financial support to highachieving African-American students. Not only did
Mr. Davis participate in
raising money for his organization, he also contributed a significant
amount of his own time
and money. To date, the
program has allocated
over $500,000 to students.
By 1990, Mr. Davis had
left an indelible mark by
reforming the role of
African-Americans in political office. He founded
multiple organizations,
such as the African-American Voters Registration
and Education Committee,
that advanced both the political and educational
causes of African Americans. He formed a coalition of other activists,
whose mission was to help
minorities attain elected
positions within their
neighborhoods. Specifically, he played a momentous role in the campaign
of Mary Brown, a woman
who became the first
elected African-American
Pinellas County School
Board member.
The entire Pinellas
County community honors and remembers the 76
year life of Vyrle Davis.
Mr. Vyrle Davis molded
the lives of generations of
students through his dedication to education and to
the community as a whole.
His example will continue
to live through those that
worked with him and
those who learned from
him. I ask that you and all
Americans recognize such
a remarkable citizen for
his service to our community and our State.
She read the tribute
statement regarding Dr.
Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich,
on the floor of the U.S.
House of Representatives,
into the Extensions of Remarks Section of the Congressional Record on
Mon., Feb. 25. The following is excerpted from the
official record:
Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate Black
History Month and to
honor and highlight the
distinguished career of Dr.
Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich.
Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich’s
contributions to civil
rights, education, and public service have left an indelible mark on our
country.
Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich
has dedicated the majority
of her life to public service…She earned her
Bachelor’s Degree, with
honored distinction, in Political Science from North
Carolina Central University. She went on to earn a
master’s degree in Public
Administration from the
Hubert H. Humphrey
School of Public Affairs at
the University of Minnesota.
Finally,
Dr.
Scruggs-Leftwich earned
her Ph.D. in City and Regional Planning from the

University of Pennsylvania. She was also the first
African-American to be
awarded a prestigious Fulbright Fellowship, which
she used to study political
science at both the Free
University in Berlin, Germany, and the Deutsche
Hoch Schule fur Politik.
Her impressive educational background has
earned her teaching positions at some of the country’s
most
revered
universities,
including
Howard University, the
University of Pennsylvania, and the George Washington University.
Her commitment to
public service has been
evident as well. Dr.
Scruggs-Leftwich
has
served as Deputy Mayor
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was also New
York State Housing Commissioner under Governor
Mario Cuomo and has
served as the Executive
Director of President
Carter’s Urban and Regional Policy Group. Here,
she worked to issue America’s first formal National
Urban Policy, a significant
accomplishment. Additionally, as the Executive
Director and Chief Operating Officer of the Black
Leadership Forum, Inc.,
Dr.
Scruggs-Leftwich
worked tirelessly to facilitate dialogue between the
leaders of the AfricanAmerican
community
while also working to design opportunities for collaboration across racial
lines.
As residents of St. Petersburg, Florida, Dr.
Scruggs-Leftwich and her
husband, Reverend Edward Leftwich, have
launched the Quantum
Opportunities after-school
program through the Center for Community and
Economic Justice. This
program works to help atrisk teens become community leaders through
tutoring, internship opportunities and training in
civic leadership skills. Her
unwavering dedication to
encouraging a commitment to education and
community service with
at-risk teens has contributed in countless ways
to the Tampa Bay area.
Her impressive volunteer endeavors continue to
make Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich’s dedication to community service clear. She
currently serves as Vice
Chair of the Milton S.
Eisenhower Foundation’s
Board of Trustees, Executive Director of the Center
for Community and Economic Justice, and is
Member at Large of the
Black Leadership Forum.
The Tampa Bay Community is proud to recognize
Dr.
Yvonne
Scruggs-Leftwich for her
outstanding career and
significant contributions to
the fields of education,
public policy, and civil and
community activism.

Fathers too are engaged in the lives of their children!!
Sherman Parnell Saxton is pursuing an advanced degree and is employed but still finds time to be committed
and is continuously engaged with his five children.
“I’m setting a positive example to my children by going
back to school, helping them with their homework, always
maintaining a learning environment in in my home, striving to keep an open mind and by listening to them. I am
checking their progress online at least three times a week,
plus phone calls and attending monthly parent meetings.”
Mr. Saxton, you are to be commended for doing what
the Lord has called you to do for your children and may
He continue to bless you and your family!

Sherman Saxton

It is exciting to hear about fathers being engaged in the
lives of their children.
“I ask my daughter about school daily, monitor Portal,
send her to tutoring, and help with homework and projects. I let her know that she can do anything positive, and
I support her in any way that will lead to success in her life
endeavors.
Thank you Mr. Mizell for being engaged.
Rashid Mizell, father of one beautiful daughter

We’re changing with the times.
From MOVE, page 1

And don’t forget you
can always checkout an
abridged version of the
paper on our website, theweeklychallenger.com. Revamped, its stunning color
photographs, timely local
news, and easy to navigate
setup will make keeping up
on community events just a
click away!
Whether it’s a snapshot
that grabs your focus, or an
article about a community
member, the Challenger
continues to bring you the
stories other papers don’t.
Complete with local high
school sporting events,
church news and arts and
entertainment, The Weekly
Challenger newspaper and
theweeklychallenger.com
continue to utilize all avenues available to reach
our readers while upholding the integrity and dedication you have come to
know and trust over the
past 45 years.
We cherish each and

every member of our community and encourage
everyone to take part in
continuing the legacy of
this fine establishment. So
if you know of an event that
is happening and think the
Challenger should cover it,
let us know.
Don’t worry, if you can’t
work a computer then just
mail it in to us at P.O. Box
35130, St. Petersburg, FL
33705 or fax it to (727) 8232568.
So although we are saying good-bye to the old
brick building located at
2500 Dr. Martin Luther
King St. S., we are saying
hello to a new chapter in
our history with a larger
online presence.
Our phone number and
email address will remain
the same, so you can still
contact us by phone Mon.Fri. between the hours of
9 a.m. and 6 p.m. at (727)
896-2922 with any questions, story ideas, or re-

quests. Letters to the editor
should
be
sent
to
editor@theweeklychallenger.com
Articles on theweeklychallenger.com
are
abridged. Complete stories
can continue to be enjoyed
in The Weekly Challenger
newspaper which is published each Thursday.
Stories from community members are always
appreciated, so polish up
your people skills, take a
few clear and relevant pictures and write to us about
your event. Articles are
timely, so don’t wait. The
deadline for submitting stories is still every Monday
by 4 p.m.
We here at The Weekly
Challenger thank you for
continuing to support local
news and events and look
forward to another 45 years
in the business.
Don’t forget to like us at
Facebook.com/theweeklychallengernewspaper.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
No snitching. No witnesses
BY YOLANDA COWART
The Springtime Club Founder

CLEARWATER – Street
vigils and candlelight services are becoming a part of
Clearwater’s culture thanks
to the Springtime Club’s
new Cold Case Initiative
that focuses on the community’s unsolved murder victims.
The vigils are a part of a
larger agenda, the Springtime Club’s National Crime
Victim’s Rights Week
(NCVRW) Program that
will take place the week of
April 21-27. The Club utilizes the project to improve
public awareness for crime
victims and crime victims’
rights.
It sponsors activities
and host events that are designed to support crime victims’ survivors and their
families; to advocate justice
for cold cases and to increase education and
awareness on the long lasting effects of crime in the
community.
On Feb. 8, the club coordinated a street candlelight vigil and balloon
release
for
Clarence
Bolden on behalf of his
widow, Andrea Bolden and
daughter Tyra. Bolden is a
homicide victim of one of
Clearwater’s unsolved murders and 11 year old cold
cases.
That evening several
dozen family members,
friends, neighbors and police officers joined them
outside under a cloudy sky
in Cherry Harris Park. The
event included a march
against violence designed
to challenge the culture of
silence and no snitching
rule
that
permitted
Bolden’s murder investigation to become cold.
Lit only by candles and
street lights, the crowd
marched in the wind and
rain near the crime scene
while chanting: “It’s time to
talk!”
The following evening
the Club hosted an indoor
candlelight vigil service in
honor of Bolden’s memory
at the Springtime Elks
Lodge #592. While the vigil
service was a ceremony of
remembrance for Bolden to
encourage those with information on his crime to
come forward, it also
served as a forum to speak
to social issues in the
African-American community that serve as triggers
to crime and enable murder investigations such as
Bolden’s to grow cold.
Brother Joseph Smiley,
Dean of Social and Behavioral Sciences at St. Petersburg College and president
of Clearwater Chapter of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc. served as the keynote
speaker for the service. He
awestruck the audience
with startling demographics, surprising statistics,
and shocking facts that connected African American
social issues to serious
crimes and cold cases like
that of Bolden’s.
In April, Smiley will also
serve as the keynote
speaker for the Springtime
Club’s Annual NCVRW
Candlelight Vigil and Civil
Liberties Award. The event
will take place on April 27
from 6-8 p.m. at the Springtime Elks Lodge #592 in
Clearwater.
During the event, the
club will focus on several
cold cases in addition to
other victims that were
murdered in the community.
“We are committed to
these victims’ families and
we want the community to
keep in mind the suffering

St. Augustine’s explores spirituality
and injustice for Lent
BY REV. ROBIN
WHITLOCK

Andrea and Tyra Bolden

Gathering for Balloon Release March

ST. PETERSBURG –
St. Augustine’s Church, located at 2920 26th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, will explore civil rights and oppression in a series
entitled, “Civil Rights, Expanding the Circle: Past,
Present, and Future Experiences of Oppression.”
By using quotes from
literature to explore our
own experiences of discrimination, the series intends to focus on the
partnership of all people to
guard against and combat
bigotry, stereotyping, injustice and discrimination.
Dr. Julie Armstrong,
Ph.D., a newer member of
the parish, will be leading
the discussion on topics
drawing from such authors as James Baldwin,
Audre Lorde, Eldridge
Cleaver, Richard Rubin,
and Cyrus Cassells.
She wrote a gripping
account on how lynching
has moved through the
cultural memory in her
book “Mary Turner and
the Memory of Lynching.” She also edited “The
Civil Rights Reader: From
Jim Crow to Reconciliation,” and was co-editor of

Dr. Julie Armstrong, Ph.D.
“Teaching the American
Civil Rights Movement:
Freedom’s
Bittersweet
Song.”
Armstrong received
her doctorate in English
and American Literature
from New York University
in 1997, her master’s degree in English from the
University of Memphis in
1986, and her bachelor’s
degree in English from
the University of Alabama
at Birmingham in 1984.
She teaches American,
African American, and
women’s literature at the
University
of
South
Florida, St. Petersburg.
She is interested in
Florida’s African-American heritage, from literary

figures such as Zora Neale
Hurston and James Weldon Johnson to historical
events such as Rosewood
and Fort Mose.
This program will be
part of the Annual Lenten
Wednesday Evening series. The last lectures in
the series will take place
March 3, 16 and 20 with
Compline at 6 p.m. followed by a simple supper
and our program.
Anyone in the Diocese
is invited to attend for
some or all of the sessions.
There is no charge for
supper, but donations are
encouraged.
St. Augustine’s Church
is located at 2920 26th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.

      

         
The Springtime Club and
Clearwater Police Department

Luminary Bags place on Fulton St Round-About
of loved ones left behind by
the senseless violence of
these
murders,”
said
Springtime Club president
Donna Evans.
Evans said the club is
asking the community to
support
their
rallies,
marches, and vigils to
demonstrate their support
and desire to solve these
unsolved crimes. They also
have additional vigils
planned for cold case victims Melanie Warren and
Leon Dash in later months.
The Springtime Club
works collaboratively with
the victim’s family to design a public awareness
campaign that is launched
around the anniversary of
the cold case victim’s
death. The concept for
Bolden’s street lighting ceremony and candlelight vigil
services was shaped by his
widow, Andrea and fashioned by Springtime Club
Member Barbara Miller,
who serves as the Club’s
marketing representative.
Miller custom designed
flyers, buttons, luminary
bags, and a T-shirt that included a photograph of
Bolden along with the
vigil’s theme and slogan.
These items were worn all
week by participants in the
vigils and were utilized in

an aggressive social media
campaign aimed at encouraging those with information on Bolden’s murder to
come forward, talk, and tell
what they know.
“The greatest thing
about this cold case initiative and the vigils is that it
has Clarence back in the
public eye and people in the
community are talking
about him and his tragic
death again,” said Miller.
As she stood in front of
the Springtime Elks Lodge,
where the club displayed
event flyers, disseminated
crime stopper posters, and
distributed buttons for several weeks leading up to
the event, Miller shared
that she and the club are
hopeful that someone with
information in Bolden’s
case will finally cooperate
with the police and share
what they know, saw or
heard regarding the case.
“We know there is
someone out there that
knows what happened and
knows who did it,” she said.
She believes that any information that could shed
light on the investigation
will breathe new life into
the cold case. “The littlest
thing could break this case
wide open”, Miller concluded.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Searching for a cure
The Search for Neveah’s Cure Fashion Show event went off without a hitch last Sat. Feb. 23 at The Yard restaurant in St. Petersburg. All proceeds will go toward helping
Neveah Wade’s travel expenses to reach the Texas Children Hospital. Remember, an account in Neveah’s name has been opened at Growth Financial for anyone wishing to donate.

Eco Wade, left, and daughter Neveah walk the runway.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Lady Spartans falter in Four arrested Alabama players let go
state finals
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
Sports Writer

LAKELAND - To beat
a team like Fort Lauderdale
Dillard
High
School everything in a
coach’s game plan must
be perfected to a tee.
That is how Coach Necole
Tunsil of the Lakewood
Spartans saw it but it did
not happen as planned.
When it comes to
girl’s Class 5A games,
Lakewood and Dillard
should be a familiar
name. They defeated
Lakewood in last year’s
semifinal, and have won
four straight state finals.
The Spartans shot
themselves in the foot by
committing unwarranted
turnovers. By not rebounding well, they gave
up 19 offensive rebounds.
As a result of the miscues, they were out
played by Dillard in a 57-

41 loss in the Class 5A
Final.
The Spartans played
with Dillard for a while
matching shots. They
were in good shape until
Dillard employed full
court pressure which rattled the Spartans. Losing
Tianah Alvarado to early
foul trouble also hurt
them.
Alexis Ungro knows
Dillard very well; she has
faced them three times in
her career and has never
won against them. “This
year the lost did not hurt
so badly, we really gave it
all we had,” she said.
You’ve got to give
Tunsil credit for getting
her team to the finals
over the past three years.
You can bet that she will
shore up her teams inconsistencies if she makes it
back next season. There
is something to be
learned in a loss.

Packers run out of gas
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
Sports Writer

WINTER HAVEN —
The Largo Packers almost
pulled out a game for the
ages. They were down by
20 points going into the
fourth quarter in a Class
6A region semifinal. Their
starting guards were not
playing well; one was injured and the other one
fouled out. To add insult to
injury, a dismal start hurt
them as well.
Enter their playmaker
Donavon Hale who had
been spectacular throughout the playoffs. He received much needed help
from other teammates like
Lorenzo Marry and Juwan
Brown, Maurice Murphy
and Xavier Almonte who
all took up the slack.
Not many people could
imagine that the Packers
would go this deep into
the
playoffs.
They
outscored the Blue Devils
27-9 despite losing 66-64.
This was the first time
since 1998 that Largo did

not make it to the state
semi finals.
For most of the game,
Hale was nonexistent
looking for room to operate. He was tightly
guarded and smothered
most of the game. Also, it
did not help that he picked
up a couple of early fouls
and scored only six points
by halftime.
The game was actually
tied 17-17 in the first quarter, then the Blue Devils
began to apply pressure.
Largo was down 40-22 at
the break. They felt if
they could get their focus
back they could do some
catchup, but after three
quarters they were down
57-37.
The comeback was led
by Hale who score 18 of
his game high 31 points in
the fourth quarter. Almonte hit a three pointer
to make it 65-64. Ismael
Celestin of Winter Haven
made one of two free
throws. Largo had two
shots but missed both.

Track and Field
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG The Lakewood Boy’s
Track Team is probably
one of the best in the
state. They have some of
the best runners in the
country in their signature
events.
The most exciting
event of the evening was
the 4x400 meter relay.
The team consists of the
Griffin Twins, Rodney
Adams, and Devontae Persha. Persha ran a strong
anchor leg nearly lapping
another relay team. The
Spartans ran a time of
3:21.89. Their closet competition was 17 seconds
slower.
Persha filled in for Tim
Holmes who was leaving
for a college visit. Lakewood walked away with
the team title with 174
points and Gibbs finished
with 82.

Lakewood has an
array of sprinters. The
4x100 meter relay team,
the Griffin Twins, Deandre Boykins and Darquez
Watson ran a 41.21. The
times that were posted by
the 4x400 and the 4x100
were the top time in the
nation according to Milesplit.
Holmes won several
events before leaving, 110
hurdles (14.55) 300 hurdles (40.33) 400 (48.18).
Persha won the 800
(2:03.13) Shaquem Griffin
won the long jump (23’8)
Shaquill Griffin won the
triple jump with a leap of
(47’2).
Trayvon Bromell one
of the state’s best sprinters won his signature
event 100 (10.72) and the
200 (21.76). Bromell may
have pulled a hamstring at
the end of the 200, but
Coach Givens said it is
nothing to be alarmed
about.

TUSCALOOSA,
Ala.
(AP) — Four players for twotime defending national
champion Alabama have
been dismissed from school
following their arrests after
two robberies on campus.
University spokeswoman
Deborah Lane said Wednesday that linebackers D.J.
Pettway and Tyler Hayes,
safety Eddie Williams and Hback Brent Calloway are no
longer enrolled after a judicial
review.
Crimson Tide coach Nick
Saban had earlier said the
players “are no longer associated with the football program.”
“Their actions do not reflect the spirit and character
that we want our organization
to reflect,” Saban said. “It’s
obviously very disappointing
and unacceptable what happened.
“I also think I’m really
proud over the last five years
that our team has done a very
good job with their personal
responsibility and how
they’ve represented the university. Some people learn by

words, some people learn by
consequences, some people
can’t learn.”
Pettway, Williams and
Hayes are charged with two
counts of second-degree robbery. Williams and Calloway,
who was not accused in the
robberies, are charged with
fraudulent use of a credit
card.
Williams confessed to
robbing a student who was
punched in the head and face
and kicked in the ribs and
back. He said Pettway and
Hayes watched him commit
another robbery from a
nearby vehicle about an hour
later, according to court documents.
Hayes, 18, admitted to
participating in the first robbery and watching the second, court documents said.
Williams and Calloway,
both 20, are scheduled for
preliminary hearings on
March 19 in Tuscaloosa District Court.
Those two and 18-yearold Pettway have requested
youthful offender status.
The first student reported

Eddie Williams

Brent Calloway

having his Apple Macbook
Pro stolen from his backpack.
Both sustained mild concussions, cuts on the face and
heavy swelling, and had
items stolen, according to
court documents.
All four players were
backups last season for Alabama, which has won three
of the past four BCS titles.
Williams didn’t play in 2012,
but he was one of the nation’s
top prospects the previous
year and moved from receiver to safety.
Saban also updated the
status of four other players regarding injury or suspension.

Cornerback John Fulton
and wide receiver Kevin Norwood are not participating in
offseason conditioning workouts with turf toe injuries.
Saban said both are uncertain
for spring practice.
Saban said Fulton had
surgery after the season and
the recovery time is typically
about three months. Alabama
opens spring practice on
March 16.
He said receiver Marvin
Shinn has left the team and
fellow receiver Danny Woodson is suspended for violating
team rules and won’t participate in spring practice.

Dennis Rodman worms his way into North Korea
PYONGYANG,
North
Korea (AP) — Former NBA
star Dennis Rodman brought
his basketball skills and flamboyant style — tattoos, nose
studs and all — on Tuesday to
a country with possibly the
world’s strictest dress code:
North Korea.
Arriving in Pyongyang, the
American athlete and showman known as “The Worm”
became an unlikely ambassador for sports diplomacy at a
time of heightened tensions
between the United States and
North Korea. Or maybe not so
unlikely: Young leader Kim
Jong Un is said to have been a
fan of the Chicago Bulls in the
1990s, when Rodman won
three championships with the
club.
Rodman is joining three
members of the Harlem Globetrotters basketball team and
a VICE correspondent for a
news show on North Korea
that will air on HBO later this
year, VICE producers told the
Associated Press in an exclusive interview Tuesday before
they landed.
“It’s my first time, I think it’s
most of these guys’ first time
here, so hopefully everything’s
going to be OK, and hoping
the kids have a good time for
the game,” Rodman told reporters after arriving in Pyongyang.
Rodman and VICE’s producers said the Americans
hope to engage in a little “basketball diplomacy” by running
a basketball camp for children
and playing with North
Korea’s top basketball stars.
“Is sending the Harlem
Globetrotters and Dennis Rodman to the DPRK strange? In
a word, yes,” said Shane Smith,
the VICE founder who is host
of the upcoming series, referring to North Korea by the initials of its formal name, the
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea. “But finding common ground on the basketball
court is a beautiful thing.”
Notoriously unpredictable
and irrepressible Rodman
might seem an odd fit for regimented North Korea, where
men’s fashion rarely ventures
beyond military khaki and
where growing facial hair is forbidden.
Shown a photo of a
snarling Rodman, piercings
dangling from his lower lip and
two massive tattoos emblazoned on his chest, one North

Korean in Pyongyang recoiled
and said: “He looks like a monster!”
But Rodman is also a Hall
of Fame basketball player and
one of the best defenders and
rebounders to play the game.
During a storied, often controversial career, he won five NBA
championships — a feat appreciated even in North Korea.
Rodman, now 51, was lowkey and soft-spoken Tuesday
in cobalt blue sweatpants and a
Polo Ralph Lauren cap. There
was a bit of flash: white-rimmed
sunglasses and studs in his
nose and lower lip. But he told
AP he was there to teach basketball and talk to people, not
to stir up trouble.
Showier were three
Harlem Globetrotters dressed
in fire-engine red. Rookie
Moose Weekes flashed the
crowd a huge smile as he
made his way off the Air Koryo
plane.
“We use the basketball as a
tool to build cultural ties, build
bridges among countries,” said
Buckets Blakes, a Globetrotters veteran. “We’re all about
happiness and joy and making
people smile.”
Rodman’s trip is the second high-profile American visit
this year to North Korea, a
country that remains in a state
of war with the United States.
It also comes two weeks after
North Korea conducted an underground nuclear test in defiance of U.N. bans against
atomic and missile activity.
Google’s executive chairman, Eric Schmidt, made a
surprise four-day trip in January to Pyongyang, where he
met with officials and toured
computer labs, just weeks after
North Korea launched a satellite into space on the back of a
long-range rocket.
Washington, Tokyo, Seoul
and others consider the rocket
launch and the nuclear test
provocative acts that threaten
regional security.
North Korea characterizes
the satellite launch as a peaceful bid to explore space, but
says the nuclear test was
meant as a deliberate warning
to Washington. Pyongyang
says it needs to build nuclear
weapons to defend itself
against the U.S., and is believed
to be trying to build an atomic
bomb small enough to mount
on a missile capable of reaching the mainland United States.
VICE, known for its some-

Dennis Rodman visits North Korea
times irreverent journalism,
has made two previous visits to
North Korea, coming out with
the VICE Guide to North
Korea. The HBO series, which
will air weekly starting April 5,
features documentary-style
news reports from around the
world.
The Americans also will
visit North Korea’s national
monuments, the SEK animation studio and a new skate
park in Pyongyang.
The U.S. State Department
hasn’t been contacted about
travel to North Korea by this
group, a senior administration
official said, requesting
anonymity to comment before
any trip had been made public.
The official said the department does not vet U.S. citizens’
private travel to North Korea
and urges U.S. citizens contemplating travel there to review a travel warning on its
website.
In a now-defunct U.S.North Korean agreement in
which Washington had
planned last year to give food
aid to Pyongyang in exchange
for nuclear concessions, Washington had said it was prepared
to increase people-to-people exchanges with the North, including in the areas of culture,
education and sports.
Promoting technology and
sports are two major policy priorities of Kim Jong Un, who
took power in December 2011
following the death of his father, Kim Jong Il.
Along with soccer, basketball is enormously popular in
North Korea, where it’s not uncommon to see basketball
hoops set up in hotel parking
lots or in schoolyards. It’s a
game that doesn’t require
much equipment or upkeep.
The United States remains
Enemy No. 1 in North Korea,
and North Koreans have lim-

ited exposure to American pop
culture. But they know
Michael Jordan, a former
teammate of Rodman’s when
they both played for the
Chicago Bulls in the 1990s.
During a historic visit to
North Korea in 2000, then-U.S.
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright presented Kim Jong
Il, famously an NBA fan, with a
basketball signed by Jordan
that later went on display in the
huge cave at Mount Myohyang that holds gifts to the
leaders.
North Korea even had its
own Jordan wannabe: Ri
Myong Hun, a 7-9 star player
who is said to have renamed
himself “Michael” after his favorite player and moved to
Canada for a few years in the
1990s in hopes of making it into
the NBA.
Even today, Jordan remains well-loved here. At the
Mansudae Art Studio, which
produces the country’s top art,
a portrait of Jordan spotted last
week, complete with a replica
of his signature and “NBA”
painted in one corner, seemed
an odd inclusion among the
propaganda posters and
celadon vases on display.
An informal poll of North
Koreans revealed that “The
Worm” isn’t quite as much a
household name in Pyongyang.
But Kim Jong Un was a
basketball-crazy adolescent
when Rodman was with the
Bulls and when the Harlem
Globetrotters kept up a frenetic
travel schedule worldwide.
In a memoir about his
decade serving as Kim Jong
Il’s personal sushi chef, a man
who goes by the pen name
Kenji Fujimoto recalled that
basketball was the young Kim
Jong Un’s biggest passion, and
that the Chicago Bulls were his
favorite.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends
to the community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Upcoming Events for Feb.
Feb. 25-28 - National Baptist
Mid-Winter Board
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
The Music Department of
St. Mark M. B. Church is seeking a drummer. Please send resumes to St. Mark to the
attention of Bro. Keith Flournoy,
Music Director.
Events for March 2013
Mar 1 - Monthly business

Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Mar 4 - Mission # 1 Meeting
@ St. Mark from 4:00 p.m.-5:00
p.m.
Mar 5 - Usher Board # 2
meeting @ 7:00 p.m.
Mar 6 - Music Council
Meeting @ 5:30 p.m.
Mar 7 - WIA meeting @ 7:00
p.m.
Mar 9 - New Membership
Fellowship @ McDonald’s (5111
Gulfport Blvd S) at 9 a.m. Pastor’s Aid Meeting at 11 a.m. Deaconess Meeting at noon.
Minister’s Wives Meeting at
noon.
Mar 11 - Church Outing ~
Mt. Zion Primitive (Church’s
86th Anniversary) 7:00 p.m.
Mar 17 - Men in Harmony ~
Annual Concert @ 4:00 p.m.
Mar 18-22 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention I
Jacksonville, FL
Mar 24 - Palm Sunday
Mar 27-29 - Congress # 2
Mar 29 - Good Friday
Mar 31 - Resurrection Sunday (Easter) –Two Services:
Sunrise Service at 7 a.m. and
Morning Worship at 10:45 a.m.

Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m. All are invited
to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
come out study the Bible with us,
and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday
at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday
seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on our
continuous exciting journey for
2013 in His glory and honor. We
will saturate the year with a focus
to introduce Jesus Christ to our
community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season
you have not visited a church, we
cordially invite you to come and
fellowship with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
March 24 – National Marriage Celebration at 10:45 a.m.

March 25 – 29: ROAD TO
CALVARY REVIVAL – 7 p.m.
nightly.
March 31 – Resurrection
Celebration: Worship Service at
6:45 a.m. Drama Ministry at 8:30
a.m. Worship Service at 10 a.m.
Breakfast will be served.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open doors.
Friendships’ Morning Service
starts at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School begins at 9:30
a.m.

The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7. First Lady
Teresa Evans, director of Youth
Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night
at 7 p.m. as we study in the Book
of MARK, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

United for Christ
United for Christ invites you
to their Women and Men’s Day
program scheduled for Sunday,
March 10 at 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.
11 a.m. Guest Speakers:
- Minister Diana Hunt
fromMt. Zion Progressive

- Evangelist Cynthia Jenkins
from First Mt. Zion
- Ms. Elyse Deloach from
Soul Harvest Fellowship
4 p.m. Guest Speakers:
- Reverend Walter Jenkins
from First Mt. Zion

- Elder Samuel Kicklighter
from the Greater Upper Room
Holiness Church
- Elder Fred Ragsdale
- Reverend Sam Mincey
from Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s House
in the City,” under the leadership
of Dr Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m. for
Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising are
held on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based teaching
ministry; with priorities focused

on Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We celebrate
in worship, we care for one another, we cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and interests. We
also encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
The Youth Ministry is preparing for their Spring Harvest Fest,

Saturday March 16, 2013 from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. on the grounds of
Bethel Metropolitan. Come and
enjoy Fun and Games, a Grill Master Cook Off, Cupcake Bake Off,
Line Dancing to gospel music and
many other events celebrating
God’s favor and blessings with
church family and community.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone:
727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.r
r.com Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Pilgrim Church
Pastor Clark Hazley and
the Mt. Pilgrim Church Family extend an invitation to join
us for “Friends and Family
Day.” This joyous occasion
will take place on March 10 at
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church located at 4000
5th Ave. S.
The theme will be “Come
as our guest, leave as our
friend.” The thematic scripture comes from Romans
12:10. The day long celebra-

tion will begin with the study
of God’s word in Sunday
school at 8:45 a.m. followed
by Praise and Worship at 10
a.m.
The message for the day
will be delivered by Pastor
Hazley. Following morning
worship there will be the opportunity for plenty of fellowship, food and fun. The attire
for this day is casual so come
as you are and expect to be
blessed.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

‘Life Without Black People’
‘Life Without Black People’ is a very humorous and revealing story about a group of
white people who were fed up
with African Americans so they
attended a tea party and joined
together in conversations
among themselves. Afterwards, they wished themselves
away from their present life.
Suddenly, a deep darkness enveloped them as they passed
through a long dark tunnel and
emerged in sort of a twilight
zone and found themselves in
a country called AMERICA,
without Black People! All of
these white people immediately breathed a sigh of relief.
“At Last!” they said: “no more
crime, drugs, violence and welfare”. Praise God, all of those
black people are gone! Then
suddenly, reality set in.
Their ‘NEW AMERICA’
was not AMERICA at all – only
a barren land for the following
reasons:
1. There were very few
crops that have flourished because the nation was built on a
slave-supported system.
2. There were no cities
with tall skyscrapers because
Alexander Mils, a black man
invented the elevator and without an elevator, one would find
great difficulty reaching the
higher floors.
3. There were few if any
cars because Richard Spikes, a
black man invented the automatic gearshift. Joseph Gambol, also a black man invented
the Super Charge System for
Internal Combustion Engines
and Garrett A. Morgan, a black
man invented the traffic signals.
4. Furthermore, one could
not use the rapid transit system
because its procurer was the
electric trolley, which was invented by another black man,
Albert R. Robinson.
5. Even if there were
streets on which cars and a
rapid transit system could operate, they were cluttered with
paper because a black man,
Charles Brooks invented the

street sweeper.
6. There were few if any
newspapers, magazines and
books because John Love invented the pencil sharpener.
William Purveys invented the
fountain pen, and Lee Barrage
invented the type writing machine and W.A. Love invented
the advanced printing press.
They were all; you guessed it,
black men!
7. Even if those white people could write their letters, articles and books, they would
not have been transported by
mail because William Barry invented the Postmarkng and
Canceling Machine. William
Purveys invented the Hand
Stamp and Philip Downing invented the Letter Drop.
8. All the lawns were
brown and wilted until Joseph
Smith invented the lawn sprinkler and John Burr, the lawn
mower.
9. When these white people entered their homes, they
found them to be poorly ventilated and poorly heated. You
see, Frederick Jones invented
the Air Conditioner and Alice
Parker, the Heating Furnace.
Their homes were also dim.
But of course, Lewis Lattimer
later invented the Electric
Lamp. Michael Harvey invented the lantern and
Granville T. Woods invented
the Automatic Cut-off Switch.
Their homes were also filthy
because Thomas W. Steward
invented the Mop and Lloyd P.
Ray, the Dust Pan.
10. Their children met
them at the door–barefooted,
shabby, motley and unkempt.
As one would expect! Jan E
Matzeliger invented the Shoe
Lasting Machine, Walter Sammons invented the Comb.
Sarah Boone invented the Ironing Board and George T.
Samon invented the Clothes
Dryer.
11. Finally,they were resigned to at least have dinner
amidst all this turmoil. But
here again, the food had
spoiled because another black

man ,John Standard invented
the refrigerator.
Now, isn’t that something!
What would this country or
your city be like without the
contributions of blacks as
African-Americans? God will
give us witty inventions
[Proverbs 8:12]. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr said: “by the
time we leave for work, millions of Americans have depended on the inventions from
the minds of African-Americans people.”
Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy said amidst the turmoil of the civil rights movement in the 1960s, he believed
a black man could “become
president of the United States
within forty years.” In the beginning, [God] created the first
man and woman in his image
and likeness in Ethiopia. He ordained them to subdue, replenish the earth and maintain
harmony as the suburb of
heaven. Yet, one of their sons
murdered the other one because he didn’t want to submit
to God’s way [Genesis 1:2628;4:1-26]. It is still our ancestor’s blood that’s crying out
from the earth. The same
blood of our ancestors built
America where everyone else
is the first partaker of its fruit.
Who have bewitched you?
[Galations 3: 1-14]. What are
you doing with your life? Are
you surprised there is so much
divergence about black people? Our black history includes
more than just slavery, Frederick Douglass, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr, Malcom X,
Marcus Garey and W.E.B.
Dubois. Who then do people
say you are? Your purpose as
an individual in the earth have
already been defined and designed by God alone. Too
many of us are being destroyed for lack of knowledge.
It’s time we take a mind trip
back to Eden. [SHARE THIS
UNTIL YOU AND THE
WORLD KNOW AND UNDERSTAND BLACK PEOPLE
ARE NOT MONOLITHIC!]
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